PRELUDE
thousands who were sick of the world and its ways and
yearned for a life of peace and harmony. And it is for
the sake of humanity that he descended from the high
solitary peaks of transcendent self-enjoyment and
sympathised with the life of the masses of the lower planes.
His greatness is all the more on the score that living in
the world for the sake of humanity, he could keep the
world and its noises at a distance, just as in the battlefield
of Kurukshetra Sree Krishna, the great charioteer, and
Arjuna, the great Kshatnya hero, spun the thread
of Ariadne to guide the men of the world through the
labyrinth of metaphysics and ideology in the Hindu
Shastras, which are more knotted than the knotted locks
of Shiva. The tumult and uproar of enormous odds, and
the monstrous sound of battling and shielding, could never
shake them ; they created, as it were, an oasis in a desert,
a steady and sane oracle amidst all the deliriums of
mankind. It was they that really wore a suit of arms:
the armed soldiers who were lost in the tumult were merely
dressed in cobwebs. Vijaykrishna was destined to show
in his life how he could be an ideal Sannyasin—a Sannyasin
untouched by the world, though living and moving in
it like the lovely lotus which is never wetted by water
though always playing with it.
There is always a divine aura round a saint, and
consequently many supernatural phenomena become
always manifest round about him. Supernatural occur-
rences are numerous in the life of the Master, but of
purpose, I have generally avoided them, for they are not
acceptable to the modern man in this age of science, when
we are talking science, reading science, and breathing the
air of science.  With the advance of rational thought,
there has indeed been a mighty conflict between Reason
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